
Opening Prayer:  

Holy God, Creator of Life, you call us out of our dark places, offering us 
the grace of new life. 

When we see nothing but hopelessness, you surprise us with the breath 
of your spirit. Be with us and our neighbors in this time of despair and 
sickness. Remind us that beyond this time is a new day free from harm 
and isolation. 

Call us out of our complacency and routines, set us free from our self-
imposed bonds, and fill us with your spirit of life, compassion and 
peace. In the name of Jesus, your Anointed One, we pray. Amen. 

 

John 11: 30-44 

30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place 
where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his 
feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.” 

33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, 
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 
see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of 
the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 38Then Jesus, again 
greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the 
dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has 
been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the 
stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for 



having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this 
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that 
you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet 
bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to 
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

The Word of God for the People of God 

Thanks Be to God.  
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