
WORSHIP LITURGY FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 5 (PALM 
SUNDAY) 
 
We celebrate the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.  
Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest! Blessed is the coming reign of God! Hosanna! Blessed is the one who 
comes in humility and righteousness! Save us, O God, and fill our hearts in this 
time of worship. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Holy God, as we remember your Son’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, we 
confess that all too often we have been part of the crowd. When things go 
our way, we believe our lives are good because we worked hard. When 
things do not go our way, we blame others for our troubles. God, help us to 
take responsibility, not only for our own lives, but for the lives of our 
neighbors. Forgive us when we have forgotten your commandments and 
have failed to love our neighbors as ourselves, but instead have judged 
others, believing them not worthy of our help or our compassion. Forgive 
us of our faults, and renew in us a sense of your love, justice and mercy. 
Guide us in ways we might live out your commandments more fully in our 
lives. Help us to seek Christ in the suffering in this world, and guide us as 
the body of Christ to be your hands and feet. In your Son’s name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Even on the cross, Jesus cried out for forgiveness. We are worthy of forgiveness 
and love. We are called to share that love and forgiveness with others. Let us go 
and share the Good News. Amen. 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON 
 Matthew 26: 30-56 
When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this 
night; for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be 
scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” Peter said 
to him, “Though all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.” 
Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will 
deny me three times.” Peter said to him, “Even though I must die with you, I will 
not deny you.” And so said all the disciples. 
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his 
disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took with him Peter and 
the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he said to 



them, “I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with 
me.” And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed, “My 
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what I want but what 
you want.” Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said 
to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray 
that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.” Again he went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, 
if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” Again he came and found 
them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went away 
and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to the 
disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the 
hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get 
up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand.” 
 
While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a 
large crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the 
people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is 
the man; arrest him.” At once he came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” 
and kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then 
they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those 
with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high 
priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its 
place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I 
cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve 
legions of angels? But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it 
must happen in this way?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you 
come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day 
after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has 
taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the 
disciples deserted him and fled. 
 
The Word of God for the People of God.  
Thanks be to God 
 
PALM SUNDAY ENDING 
And so it begins, we walk through this week 
From palms now to passion, it’s Jesus we seek. 
Each moment we walk through these days now with Jesus, 
Is time to see people, the way Jesus … sees us. 
 
To watch for the ones, who need hope, who need kindness. 
Seeking the light, not the darkness that blinds us. 
As you walk through these days, may the love you now know 



Be spread to each person you meet on the go. 
 
And may God who now blesses and keeps you in love 
Whose face shines upon you with grace from above 
Who looks on you with such joy and such favor, 
This God, three in One gives you peace — life to savor. Amen! 
 


