
McCORMICK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
April 12, 2020 –Online Worship Service 

Easter Sunday-The Great Resurrection Day 
 

Welcome                                                                                                    C. Nels Ledwell, Pastor 

Prelude                                               “Thirty Pieces of Silver”     
 
The Call to Worship                                                                                                                 
Leader: On this glorious Easter Day, we have come to celebrate the greatness of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Savior.     On this great day, we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord. My sisters and brothers, 
let us rejoice: Alleluia! 
People: Alleluia, alleluia, Jesus is Lord of all the earth. He is the King of creation. 
Leader: On this most holy of days, the One whom men had thought to destroy has risen 
triumphant from the tomb!    My sisters and brothers, let us rejoice: Alleluia! 
People: Alleluia, alleluia, Jesus has died and is risen. 
Leader: On this holy day, we celebrate our New Life in the Risen Christ. Through the death of 
Jesus, the weight of our sin has been lifted from us. Through his glorious resurrection, we have 
become sons and daughters of God. 
My sisters and brothers, let us rejoice: Alleluia! 
People: Alleluia, alleluia, come, let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Savior. 
 
The Invocation for Easter Sunday 
Leader: Creator of Life, in raising Christ Jesus up, through, out of and beyond the chains of 
death, you opened for us the way to eternal and abundant life. May our alleluias on this day float 
high above the ceiling of what we think we know and transcend to the heaven of what we believe 
— and thus live. 
People: Raise us up! 
P: Resurrect our dreams! 
L: Through Jesus Christ our Living Savior, 
All: Amen. 
 
Celebration Hymn                    “Christ The Lord Is Risen Today”              
                           
The First Reading                                Acts 10: 34-43                                                 Lay Reader 
Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 
37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 



39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not 
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 
he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
The Second Reading                            Colossians 3: 1-4                                             Lay Reader 
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 
3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 
Pastoral Prayer for Resurrection Sunday and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
Anthem                                            “Beyond the Cross”  
    
The Gospel Lesson                                   Matthew 28: 1-10 
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like 
dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and 
indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 
8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly 
Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 
worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me.”                 
The Word of God for the People of God.  Thanks Be to God. 
 
Message:                            “The Easter Spoilers”                                                     Rev. Ledwell 

 



The Affirmation of Faith  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. The third day he rose from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Hymns for Meditation          “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”         “He Lives”  

Easter Benediction and Charge 

Leader: What is Easter? 
People: Easter is a sigh of relief, 
and a jangling bell, 
and an empty chrysalis, 
and a shocking bloom of color on a winter landscape, 
and a chorus of Hallelujahs you can’t help but stand to hear, 
and a gaping empty tomb, 
and a Savior on the loose, 
and an incomprehensible hope that death is not the end.  
May we continue our journey of faith. 
May we share the Good News of our risen Lord. 
May we be a beacon of hope and may we be peacemakers. 
May we live as an example of reconciling love and may we feed the hungry. 
May we care for our families and friends and care for the stranger as well. 
Let us go forth now with hope and confidence as servants of the risen Christ.   
Today and everyday we proclaim, 
He is Risen.   
Amen. 

Postlude                                      “Resurrection Medley”               

 
Pianist: Donnell Harris 

 
Lay Reader: Wendy Kvale 

 
Vocalists: Jeanne Thornburg, Lindy Stahlman, Marge Radosevich 

Video Rick Lindley 

Pastor: C. Nels Ledwell 

 


