
McCORMICK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
April 26, 2020 –Online Worship Service 

Third Sunday of Easter 
 

Welcome                                                                                                    C. Nels Ledwell, Pastor 

 
The Call to Worship                                                                                                                 
We are here to celebrate our risen Lord’s presence and we affirm the gifts of love, hope, joy and 
peace. Here we discover the meaning of life, know the power of love, and together celebrate new 
life in Christ. God is with us as a community of faith as we look to the future with hope. With 
neighbor and friend and with the stranger also, we have worship and give God praise. May we 
now celebrate new life in Jesus Christ and sing the praise of a loving and compassionate God. 
 
Prelude                     “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”                                arr. David Ritter        
 
The Invocation for Easter Season 
All honor and glory and praise be yours, O holy God, for the tomb is empty, and Jesus 
Christ is risen! By this one act you changed the course of human history. Once and for all, 
you bridged the chasm created by our sin. Finally, and forever, you shouted a resounding, 
“No!" to suffering, evil, fear and death. With authority and power, you ushered in your 
kingdom and proclaimed Jesus Christ as Lord. We join all creation in singing our praise, 
pledging our allegiance and offering our lives in worship and service, for Jesus Christ is 
risen today! Hallelujah! Amen. 
  
Celebration Hymn                    “Every Morning Is Easter Morning”              
                           
 
The Scripture Lesson                           1 Peter 1: 13-23                                                Lay Reader 
13Therefore prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all your hope on the grace 
that Jesus Christ will bring you when he is revealed. 14Like obedient children, do not be 
conformed to the desires that you formerly had in ignorance. 15Instead, as he who called you is 
holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct; 16for it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am 
holy.” 17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their 
deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18You know that you were ransomed 
from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 
19but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20He was 
destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your 
sake. 21Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him 
glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. 22Now that you have purified your souls by 
your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from 



the heart. 23You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the 
living and enduring word of God.  
The Word of God for the People of God.  Thanks Be to God. 
 
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen.         
 
Message:                            “In God We Trust”                                                     Rev. Ledwell 

The Affirmation of Faith  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. The third day he rose from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Hymn of Dedication          “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”          

Easter Benediction and Charge 

Go in the power of this risen Christ to work, live, love and serve, for the resurrection has 
changed everything. You have nothing to fear. You are never alone. You can trust in the 
Lord. Sin and death will not have the final word. We are more than conquerors through 
him who loves us, who gave his life for us and who now sits at God’s right hand interceding 
on our behalf. Go in peace, for Christ is risen! 

Postlude                                          “Pass Me Not”                                        arr. Marianne Kim             

Have a Blessed Day!                 
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