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Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Special Announcement 
 

Welcome                                                                                                              Bob Rennie 

The Call to Worship                                                                                                                 
Praise the Lord, who has shown us the wonders of his unfailing love; and who, for the sake 
of his name, leads us and guides us. In you, O Lord, we put our trust. You are our God, 
and our lives are in your hands. Lord, let the light of your face shine on us as we celebrate 
together in your presence. Amen.      —Based on Psalm 31. 
 
Prelude                                                  “In the Garden”                                  arr. David Ritter 
 
The Invocation for Easter Season 
Almighty and merciful God, your Word calls us to abide in you; to so dwell in you that it is 
no longer we who live, but your Spirit living through us. As we abide in you, your Spirit 
empowers us to love, enables us to forgive, invites us to joyous worship, admonishes us to 
repentance, challenges us to faithfulness and obedience, and beckons us to intimacy with 
both Creator and creation. We bless you and praise you for loving us with an everlasting, 
limitless love and for entrusting to us the responsibility and joy of participating in your 
vineyard. Amen. 
 
Celebration Hymn                    “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”              
                           
 
The Scripture Lesson                           John 15: 1-17                                                Lay Reader 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears 
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already 
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in 
me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 9As the Father has 
loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have 
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 



12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater 
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what 
the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything 
that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you 
to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in 
my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.   
The Word of God for the People of God.   
Thanks Be to God. 
 
Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen.         
 
Message:                                     “Vines, Branches, Friends and Joy”                       Rev. Ledwell 

Hymn for Meditation           “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  
 
The Affirmation of Faith  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. The third day he rose from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Hymn of Dedication          “I Love to Tell the Story”          

Easter Benediction and Charge 

May the power and blessing of Almighty God go with each of you as you leave now to 
minister to a weary world — remembering to make good and holy choices that will channel 
love, compassion and the presence of God to those around us. And may the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you and 
those you love. Amen.   

Postlude                                          “Blessed Be Your Name”                        arr. Victor Labenske 

 



Have a Blessed Day!                 
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