
McCORMICK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
May 24, 2020 –Online Worship Service 

Ascension Sunday 
Memorial Day Sunday 

 
Opening Song 
 
Special Invitation                “For Such a Time as This”                               Lindy Stahlman 
 
Welcome                                                                                                             Rev. Ledwell 
                                                                                                               
The Call to Worship                                                                                                                 
We come to worship the one true God. Not with words alone, but by living lives of service, 
adoration and love. Come, you who belong to God. Come, you who are foolish in the eyes of 
the world. Come and abide in God’s Church, God’s purpose and in God’s heart, now and 
forever. We will be blessed in this time of worship. 
 
Prelude      “Take My Life, and Let it Be Consecrated w/ I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”  
                                                                                                                        arr. David Ritter                                  
 
The Invocation for Ascension Sunday 
O Christ, the risen One, ascended into heaven, yet closer than our own breath, draw us into 
your presence. Be near to us — near to our praises, our prayers, our words, our songs; 
near to our wonderings, our tentative answers, our hidden doubts, our deepest 
affirmations. Be near to us, risen Lord. Make your presence known among us. Amen.   
 
Celebration Hymn                    “Thine Be The Glory”              
                           
 
The Scripture Lesson                           John 17: 1-25                                                Lay Reader 
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has 
come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority 
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that 
they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on 
earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.  
6”I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you 
have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they 
have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent 
me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those 



whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I 
have been glorified in them.  
11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded 
them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might 
be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they 
may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world 
has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I 
am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 
16They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.  
17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the world, so I have 
sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be 
sanctified in truth.  
20”I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through 
their word, 21that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also 
be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The glory that you have given 
me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that 
they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have 
loved them even as you have loved me.  
24Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see 
my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
25“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you 
have sent me.  
The Word of God for the People of God.   
Thanks Be to God. 
 
Pastoral Prayer and Prayer for Memorial Day 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen.         
 
Message:                                  “Reviving the Power of the Church”                       Rev. Ledwell 

Hymn for Meditation           “This Is My Father’s World”  
 
 



The Affirmation of Faith  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, his 
only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. The third day he rose from 
the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Hymn of Dedication          “O How I Love Jesus”          

Easter Benediction and Charge 

As we leave this place, let us depart in the assurance that God does not remain hidden in a 
cloud, concealed from us. God is still among us! Let us not gaze longingly at heaven for a 
sign. Let us glimpse the face of Christ in one another. Let us celebrate the Holy Spirit, who 
works in our community. Let us give glory to God our Creator, today and every day. 
Amen.   

Postlude                                          “Your Grace Is Enough”                 arr. Victor Labenske 

 

Have a Blessed Day!                 
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